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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  of  the 


Borough  of  Clitheroe* 


Lady  & Gent  1 omen? 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  (Forty —.second 
Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  Year  1943  and  i2\ 
accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  this  is 
again  in  a very  abbreviated  form. 


I am.  Lady  & Gentlemen, 
Your  Obedient  Seji^ant, 
WILLIAM  E.  BARKER. 
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STJIfi/ARY  OP  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

r»rs.=:r-rrs-r=.'  • aa.'j--a.-a.-jgjrag-T--rmi 

The  BIRTH  RATE  for  1943  is  16,5  per  1,000  of  the  est.imatecl 
resident  popula'tion,  a fiGp.re  which  is  1,2  above  that  of  194^^0 

STILL  BIRTH  RATS  is  '57'per  1 ,000  total  (live  & still) 
births,  an”  increas'e"  of  "1  9 pei'  1,000  On  1942. 


There  were  no  Maternal  Deaths  during  the  year. 


DBATH  RATE  for  1943  is  15*1  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population,  a figure  v/hichlis  2.3  PS3?  1 ,000  above  that  of 
1942o  ^ 

The  Deaths  included  1 from  Diphtheria;  1 from  Acute  infective 
Encephalitis;  5 from  Pnuemonia;  11  from  Bronchitis  ; 3 from 
Tuberculosis;,  36  from  Cancer;  49  from  Organic  Heart  Disease;  and 
6 from  Nephritis o 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  the  increased  Death 
Rate  is  largely  due  ‘to  the  numerous  Deaths  from  , Cancer  YFiich  is 
general -throughout  the  Country;  to  the  prevalence  of  Organic  Hoo.rt 
Disease;  and  to  an  epidemic  of  Influenza  with  accompaiu^ing  chest 
affections.  - 


The  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  for  ‘the  year  is  ^44-  per  1,000  live 
Births  registered,  an  increase  of  15  per  1.000  upon  the  figi^res  for 
1942,  and  the  largest  rate  recorded  for  some  years  past.  Even  so, 
this  Jiorbality  to  only  one  tliird  of  that  of  1902  vHicn  I was  appointed 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  . . u. 

Three  of  the  Deaths  wore  due  tc  Pnuemonia  or  Bronchitis,  butfthe 
majority  were  accounted  for  by  causes  acting  before  birth,  such  as 
Congenital  Debility,  Spina  Befida,  pylofio  Stenosis,  otc>y 


STILL  BIRTPIS. 

Eleven  still  Lirths  occurred  during  the  year,  giving  a Rate 
of  57  per  1 ,000  total  (live  Cz  still  hirths),  a high  figure,  and  an 
-increase  on  recent  years. 

There  is  a natural  tendency  to  look  to  ¥ar  conditions  for  an 
explanation  of  such  an  increase,  hut  the  most  exliaustive  enq_uiries 
lend  no  support  to  that  view. 

All  the  children  vrere.  legitimate,  (7  hoys  cc  4 girls).  Three 
of  the  mothers  had  attended  our  Ante-P’atal  Clinic,  the  others  being 
said  to  have  had  ante -natal  supervision  from  their  own  Doctors. 

In  two  cases,  premature  labour  v/as  induced,  one  on  account 
of  the  ill  health  of  the  mother,  the  other  being  a f'iK^al  monstrosity 
diagnosed  previously  by  X Ray  examination. 

Two  other  cases,  were  of  abnormal  presentation,  and  in  one 
case  the  child  had  been  dead  for  some  days  before  birth. 

AIJ.  the  cases  had  adequate  medical  and  nursing  attenti©ri  to 
confinement. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DUIdlNG  THE  YEAR. 

Two  Hundred  & Sixteen  cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  v;ere 
reported  during  the  year,  but  109  of  these  v/ore  Measles,  and  57 
Ylnooping  Cough,  and  no,. deatlns  resulted  from  either  of  these  t\io 
ai?<.ment.3o 

Pneumonia i whilst  not  an  infectious  disease  in  the  oi'dinary 
under staiiding  of -the  term,  is  notifiable,  and  23  cases  were  reported 
during  the  year,  with  6 deaths. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  which  for  some  years 
nov/  has  diminished  in  severity. 

Cno'  of  the  5 cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  was  fatal,  the 
patient  not  having  been  immunised.  Efforts  have  continued  to 
secure  that  the  lar>ost  possible  percentage  of  youmg  children  are 
tenunisea  against  this  dangerous  disease,  and  the  greatest  possible 
ciedit  is  due  to  our  Nurse  in  this  respect* 

Pour  hundred  and  seventeen  children  were  immunised  during 
"1943^  and  I estimate  that  not  less,  than  85/b  of  all  children  between 
one  ^ five  years  of  ago  are  nov/  protected  against  Diphtheria. 

A caso  of  Anthrax,  a comparatively  rae  disease,  occurred 
during  the  year.  The  patient  v/as  promptly  rdfaoved  to  Hospital  and 
recovered,  and  .it  is  satisfactory  that  wo  were  able  to  trace  the 
infection,  with  practical  certainty,  to- its  sointfcc* . • 


SCABIES. 


I mentioned  in  my  last  Report  the  influx  of  evacuees 

into  'the.  town  during . the  early,  stages.,  of  .the  ..War  had  introduced 
'Gc&b’ios,  a 'disease  from  which  the  town' had  previously  been  practic- 
ally free  for  many  years*’  . < 

Thp  ailment  is  not,,  notifiable.,  and  as  I am  no  longer  in  ^ 
.private  practice  I have  no  means  o.f  estimating  its  prevalence  excop u 
"'t-hrough  its  incideno.q  upon,  oh i 1 dr of^.eit tending  the  Elementary  Schools. 


V/e  had  no  car.es  in  1939  hut  8 were  discovered  in  I940jwhilst 
60  new  cases  were  u.nt:a.rt,hed  during  19^!'l;  fc^-d  30  in  1942=  This  figure 
had  been  reduced  to  17  in  the  year  under  review  and  all  these 
cured  and  returned  to  school.hefore  the  end  of  the  yeaiu  The 
is  obviously  declining  in  prevalence j but  it  may  be  somo  time 
it  is  entirely  eradicated. 


had  been 

disease 

before 


SUIvTIAI^Y  0?  I^JRSIT^Q  ; ETC , 


• These  remain  substantially  as  in  previous  Reports. 

labora:tory  vork.  t 


This  shows  no  chabige  on  previous  years. 
SANIT/JRY  AIjIvitlTISTPATION.. 


■’VATER  CUPPL;i:.  ' 

u ’ This  is  from  neighbouring  upland  sources,  is  of  a high 
degree  of  purity,  arid  adequate  in  amount. 

• • The  Council  have  'under  Consideration  a scheme  for  the 
increasing , of  storage  capacity  by  the 'construction  of  a new  reservoir 
on  the  existing  Gathering  Grounds.  • . 

• DRAINAGE  APED  SENAGE. 


No  change  during  the  year. 


GANTTARY  ACOOIljUOD/kTTON. 

» nM  ii^iii  .Ml  I It 


over 

under 


There  still  remain  in  the  Borough  some  24  Pail  Closets  and 
1 sjro  Glopwatcr  oi"*  ‘'Tippler’*  Closets  which  should  bo  dealt  wi’bh 
a Oonvo.'cU-iion  Coheino  in  the  early  post-v^ar  period. 


HOUSE  REFUSE  COLLEGTTON,  ETC. 


Tho  followJ.ng  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  in  the  removal  of 
House  Refuse  (excluding  Salvage  loads)  during  the  year 


1»  House  and  Chop  Refuse  removed  to  Destructor 1 ,520. loads. 

2.  Offal  removed  from  Government  Slaughterhouse I0i|.  loads. 

,3*  Pi.oh  and  Vegetable  Offal  removed  from  Trade 

Promises  and  Market......  256  loads. 

4»  Nightsoil  from  Pail  ^losets 52.  loads. 


Total...  1 >932  loads. 


t 

The  total  v/cight  of  House  and  Shop  Refuse  (1  ,520  1 oads)  amount cd- 
to’“2,150  tons  2 cv;t.  0 qrs. 


4. 

Despite  the  increased  doniands  oh  the  Departnent  in  the 
salva^'ins  of  natorials  so  'argontly  required  i'o;^  V/ar  purposes?  the 
collection  of  dusthins  v/as  kept  to  schedalo  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  year?  that  is  to  say,  on  a fortnighbly  period.  It  is  very 
.dcsirahlc j however?  that  at  the  earliest  possihle  moment  a v/eekly 
collection  of  household  refuse  he  instituted  in  the  town. 


Si'dl.VAGE  OP  \7ASTE 


IvLlTSRIiALS . 


- -'■•'The  following  shov/s  the  total  v/-eight  of-  ^alvago  disposed  of 


and  the  Income  therefrom  during 

the  Year 

ended  31st. 

December , 1 943 • - 

T.  C. 

QRo 

LBS. 

£ 

s 

d. 

Waste  Pappr  ( all  grado.s ) . 

. 81 . 17. 

0. 

546 

7 

0 

Per r ous  Me  tal. 

. 21 . 1 . 

3. 

0. 

37 

4 

3 

Baled  Destructor  Tins. . . . 

. 63 . 5 . 

1 . 

0. 

98 

6 

9 

Non- Petrous  Metal. 

8. 

0. 

14. 

4 

9 

2 

Textiles. 

. 4 • 3 • 

2. 

11  . 

30 

12 

/ 

Rc3')o  and  String 

2. 

3. 

8. 

13 

0 

u;:  • . Was  1 0 Ruhh  c:r . 

. 1 . 11 . 

2. 

3. 

15 

9 

^ottles  and  Jars- 

. 3.  17. 

1. 

0. 

10- 

3 

2 

Old  Batteries.. 

. 4.  0. 

0. 

0.. 

2. 

0 

0 

Housoholi^  Bones. * 

. 4*  80 

2. 

22. 

8 

17 

2 

. Kitchen,  ".astc.  . . 

.194. 11 . 

.0. 

0'.: 

291 

16 

6 

Totals. 

379.  7. 

3. 

CM 

1031 

5 

4 

Compared  with  the  pfevioUs  year?  these 


figures 


show  an  in- 


crease in  collection  of  some  JS  tons.  Although  thei^e  was.a  sharp 
decline  in  l;lio  output  of  tiiaste  ^^apor?  suhstantial  increases  are 
shown  for . all  other  grades 


meat  thneo  tines  the 
weight,  of  -Kitchen  Waste?  and 
considered  satisfactory. ^ ’ 


of  salvage.  During  1943  v/o  collected  al- 


anouht-  of  Household  Bonos  and 


altogether  the  yearns 


over,  twice  the 
ult  caA  he 


res 


Clithoroc  participated  in  the  National  Book  Recovery  . . 
Campaign  hold  during  the  year  and  sot  a Target  figure  of  25 5 000 
•hooks. • The  efjflorts  put  forward  resulted  in  the  collection  of  some 
50.1 17  hooks?  or  4^41  per  head  of  population.  The  allocation  of  such 
^ooks  was  as  follows  H.M.Porccs?  6,062 1 Blitzed  Lii3raT.ics ,435; 
“^alvagc 5 • 455620.  ■ '■ 


Thirty  two  Salvage  Stev/ards  are  enrolled  in  the  Borough. 
The  majority • have  again  shown  thcinsclyos  to  he  enthusiastic  and 
have  rendered  valuable  assistance,  "especially  during  the  period  of 
special  drives. 


ICBAT  AND  ’ POOD  INSPECTION. 


The  ihihlic  Ahattoir  has  continued  as  a G-overnnent  Centre 
for  the  distribution  of  meat  in  the  area  covered  by  the  Clitheroo 


5 


Borough  and  tho  Cl:'.thn-pcc  &ncl  Bov/J  and.  Ru.i^al  DiatrlctSp 
filaaghtoning  or  arrrnalj-?  .Bor  Booci.  l:j  canBralJ. red  thorc, 
inapoction  thoj.-r.b,/  I'.afr:.!;:.  l;.aBed. 


and  the 
and  Lie  at 


eui'J.nj- 


B’ood  dlie’,,;:-; 
the  .yoaie  und.' 


and.  Marlv-et 
n r(.-ViO\7» 


Stalls  have  been  visited  freq.uently 


noved 


The  .follo’vTj.n^;  shov/s  tho  amount  of  Food  condemned  and  rc- 
from  tho  Food  i?u.ppl,y  du.ri.nc  the  year  2- 


56  Beast  Carcases u 

21 p 63V 

lbs. 

0 

ro 

Sheep  Carcases 

2,81 51bs. 

Carcase  Parrs 

792 

lbs. 

Ca.ee a, sc  Parts. 

199lbsc 

91  Sets  o.f  Offal. 

5,1  63 

lbs . 

118 

Hoads  & Plucks. 

6831b 3. 

1'  j.  vor  T j? iroiii n[;s» 

•7,563 

lbs . 

1502 

iSheep  Livers. 

1 ,9051bs. 

62  Lights  <3:  Melts. 

497 

lbs . 

16 

Calf  Carcases. 

8 'I  6lb3 . 

1 6 Hearts. 

60 

lbs . 

1 6 

C. Hoads  <1  Plucks. 

1 6“!  lbs . 

36  Skirts. 

47 

lbs. 

Corned  Beef. 

948 lbs , 

2 Pig  Carcases. 

350 

lbs. 

Frozen  Beef. 

421bSo 

4 Pig  Heads. 

48 

lbs. 

4 

Pig  Plucks. 

231bs • 

OTHER  FOODS . 

Tea  31'bs.  Prunes  8 lbs.  Bacon  21  lbs*  Chocolate  10  lbs. 
Sugar  Conf.octionory  3i  Ihs.  Jani  8 tins.  Canned  Fish  22  tins. 
Condensed  I/Lilk  236  tins.  Canned/ Vegetables  77  tins. 

Canned  Moat  31  tins.  Canned  Fruit  28  tins. 


These  remain  substantially  as  in  previous  Reports. 

Tho  standard  of  cleanliness  in  these  premises  has  shovm  a 
ma.rkcd  imprc'vomont  during  the  ycoTp  the  result?  no  doubt,  of  more 
fi-ogn.ont  inspection  and  regular  contact  with  CLiploycrs  and  employees 
in  this  trc'.de.’ 


Several  contraventions  of  the  -Health  Provisions  of  tho 
Fachorios  AcL  wore  met  with  during  tho  year.  .Following  notices  to 
the  cv/nc.rs,  tho  following  works  v/oro  carried  out  in  tv70  Pov/or 
Factories 

• 

(1)  Effective  provision  made  for  lighting  convenience  and  stops 

taken  to  maintain  in  a reasonable  condition  of  cleanliness. 

(2)  Effective  stops  tal^ch  to  maintain  two  conveniences  for  males, 

and  urinal  pin  a cloaiily  condition;  additional  lighting 
provided  for  such  conveniences;  and  effective  screening 
erected  so  that  interiors  are  not  visible  to  persons  passing 
the  site. 


In  the  case  of  a Non-Power  Factory,  v/hcre  the  sanitary 
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convenience  comnnicated  direct  with  the  v/orkroon  and  was  not 
lia’hted  or  ventilated;  a notice  was  issued  hut  the  v/ork  had  not  heen 
couple ted  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

DAIRIES;  C0V/3IiEDS  & MILKSHOPS. 


Prcciuent  visits  have  heen  paid  to  these  premises  during  the 
year  and,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  tho  standard  of  cleanliness 
and  the  methods  of  production  were  found  to  he  very  satisfactory. 

In  the  early  suiumer  numerous  complaints  were  received 
regarding  tho  milk  supply  from  one  farm.  Investigation  at  once  proved 
faulty  production  methods  and  careless  handlin-g  on  tho  promises. 

A considerahle  amount  of  time  was  spent  hy  the  Sanitary  Inspector  at 
this  farm -supervising  tho  milking  and  handling  processes,  making 
Sediment  Tests,  and  sampling  for  Bacteriological  Examinations.  After 
persuasion  .the  farmer  also  installed  sterilising  oq^uipmont  during 
this  period.  It  is  highly  satisfactory  to  note  that  this  work 
resulted  in  the  production  of  milk  of  a good  hactcriological  standard 
and  of  improved  keeping  q.uality.  Later  saiupling,  and  the  ahscnco  of 
further  complaints,  proved  that  this  standard  was  maintained. 

In  two  other  cases,  the  "souring"  of  3id.lk  was  definitely 
the,  result,  of  carelessness  on  the  part  of  tho  customer  and  not  tho 
milk  vendor.  Unfortunately,  v/c  have  little  or  no  control,  over  the 
householder's  milk  receptacle  which  is  often  far  from  clean  or  sterile 
or  is  stj.ll  warn  from  hasty  cleansing  when  handed  to  the  vendor,  nor 
can  we  insist  on  the  milk  heing  stored  in  the  coolest  part  of  the  homo. 
Moreover,  hottled  milk  cr  the  milk  jug  often  remains  on  the  doorstep 
expesod  to  the  heat  of  tho  sun  fur  lengthy  periods  following  delivery 
- an  undosirahlc  practice,  v/hich  certainly  shortens  the  keeping 
period  of  the  milk.  ^ . 

SIR'MAP.Y  0.E  VISITS,  ETC. 


'The  following  is  a summary  of  tho  visits,  etc.  made  during 
the  year  hy  the  Public  Health  Staff 


House  to  House  Inspections 54 

Heuso  to  House  Re-Inspections 86 

Other  House  Inspections * 'i  54 

Factory  Inspections  (including  Bakehouses)...  136 

Visits  re.  Overcrowding 2 

Visits  to  Infected  Houses. 45 

Visiiis  to  Govornmont  Slaughterhouse 556 

Visits  to  Dairy  Farms 155 

Visits  to  Milkshops 6 

Visits  to  Market  Stalls  and  Pood  Shops 84 

Visits  to  Inhabited  Vans  (Fairground) 8 

Aisits  re  Complaints 182 

\isits  ro  York  'in  Progress 46 

Miscellaneous  Visits  by  Inspector 482 


7. 


Houses  Disinfoctod 24 

Houses  Disinfested 4 

•^reliiiinary  Notices  served 62 


Health  Visitor . 

Primary  Visits  to  Infants  under  1 year..  175 
Secondary  Visits  to  Infants  under  1 yr..  293 


Visits  to  children  i to  5 years., 1043 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers 44 

Visits  re  Stillhirths 8 

Visits  re  Children  oc  Young  Persons  Act.  1 
Miscellaneous  Visits 75 


HOUSING-  CONDITIONS. 


^his  \7ill  he  one  of  the  nost  urgent  prohlcns  of  the  inii" 
odiato  future 3 and  the  Council  have  alroatfly  given  it  serious  con- 
sideration. 

Clithoroo  is  an  old  tovaij  and  many  of  the  houses  are  of  an 
oldfashionod  type,  v/hich  falls  far  short  of  present  day  idcads  and 
recLuirements. 


There  are?  for  instance?  some  200  hack-to-hack  houses?  and 
if  all  those  could  ho  converted  into  ’'through”  houses  ? (\7hich  could 
not  he  done  in  all  cases)  another  100  houses  would  ho  needed  to  fill 
the  deficionejr  so  created. 

This  is  over  and  above  the  normal  increase  of  houses  roq_uir^f 
and  as  building  has  been  entirely  suspended  during  the  v/ar  ? at  least 
100  new  houses  v/ill  he  nocessarjT-  to  meet  the  iromediato  needs  of  the 
present  population. 

The  Council’s  First  Year  Post-¥ar  Prograrme  is  for  ^ id 
houses?  and  it  is  obvious  that  this  number  should  be  supplemented  at. 
the  earliest  possible  date. 

HOUSING-  STATISTICS. 

1.  Number  of  Houses  erected  during  the  year. Nil, 

2. Nunbor  of  Houses  inspected  for  Housing  defects...*..  32 

3. Nuubcr  of  Inspections  made  for  this  purpose 46 

4.  Number  of  Houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  .Nil 

5 •Number  of  houses  found  iiot  to  be  in  all  respects  fit 

for  human  habitation. ...  15 

6,Nu:ibcr  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  Local  Authccity  or  Officers....  12 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  action  was  talcen 
under  Statutory  Powers  under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts Nil. 

Cases  of  Overcrowding  reported  during  the  year Nil 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  TliE  YEAR  (CIVILIANS  ONLY). 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DUPING  I9h3- 


i 

I CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

1 

1 

J/iALE. 

1 

FEMALE,  j 

Tom.  !j 

i| 

...  Ll 

All  CaaGee  - Gor-tiTiod. 

73 

i C9 

— 

167 

L ^ « 0 « « 5 

I * 

V V 

i9  • 

j 

• • 

i!  Typhoid  ano.  Ear  a typhoid  Foror-.c.. 

9 • 

! 

i 

i 

1 

# • 

1!  Ccrchro-Spinal  Fcvcx*.  

• 9 

! 

« • 

• • 

I Scarlet  Foyer.  

• • 

• • 
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